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Course Information

Course Title: Foundations of US Law 1

Course Number: INTL 501

Section:

Term:

Time: Online Course

Location: Online via LAVA Moodle Learning Management System
Topics: 6

Instructor Details

Instructor: Steve Black, J.D., LL.M.
Office: Via Email

Phone: +1 806-834-1604

E-Mail: profblack@lavainstitute.com

Course Description and Prerequisites

This course is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of the legal framework
that governs the United States. In this introductory course, we explore the fundamental
principles, institutions, and doctrines that shape the US legal system. In addition, the
course will examine the areas of Contracts, Torts, Criminal Law, Civil Procedure, and
Evidence.

There is no prerequisite for this course.

Course Learning Outcomes

The following are expected learning outcomes:

1. Introduction to US Legal System: Gain an overview of the US legal system, its
historical development, and the roles of federal and state governments.

2. Constitutional Law: Explore the United States Constitution, its amendments, and
landmark Supreme Court decisions that have shaped constitutional law.

3. Branches of Government: Understand the separation of powers and the functions of
the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, and their impact on law and policy.

4. Legal Terminology: Learn key legal terminology, statutes, and common law
principles to facilitate legal discourse and communication.



5. Civil and Criminal Law: Differentiate between civil and criminal law, and delve into
basic concepts related to torts, contracts, and criminal justice.

6. International Perspectives: Examine the interaction between US law and
international law, including treaties, human rights, and diplomatic immunity.

7. Legal Ethics: Discuss the principles of legal ethics and professional responsibility
that guide the conduct of lawyers in the United States.

8. Legal Traditions and Jurisprudence: Explore the historical context and underlying
philosophies that have shaped American legal traditions and jurisprudence.

Textbook and/or Resource Materials

Overview of U.S. Law, 2nd Edition
by JR Swanegan & Ellen S. Podgor (Carolina Academic Press)
ISBN: 978-1531002398

This book is available for purchase as an e-book or in paperback through Amazon using
this link https://amzn.to/3yPirlh. (Disclosure: This may be an affiliate link, meaning we
get a commission if you decide to make a purchase through this link, at no cost to you.
You are free to purchase the book from another bookseller, but if you do use our link ...
thank you!)

Evaluation and Grading Policies

Completion of this course will be based upon the following criteria:

e Multiple choice question submissions are required in Topics 1-6 of the course.
Each submission is worth 0-10 points.

e Glossary assignments are required in Topics 1-6 of the course.

e Attendance at Office Hours is neither recorded nor graded. It is not an
element of grading for this course. It is completely voluntary on the part of
each student registered for the course. Office hours will be held via the Zoom
platform unless otherwise indicated.

Work Quality:
- Spelling and grammar are important. Please edit your work before submitting.

https://college.cengage.com/english/raimes/digitalkeys/keyshtml/sentenc
S.htm

- All work must be submitted through Moodle. No exceptions.

Final and Mid-term Exams:

There is no mid-term or final examination for this course.


https://college.cengage.com/english/raimes/digitalkeys/keyshtml/sentenc9.htm
https://college.cengage.com/english/raimes/digitalkeys/keyshtml/sentenc9.htm

Statement on Professionalism

“"What does it mean to be a professional? ‘The term refers to a group . . . pursuing a learned
art as a common calling in the spirit of public service — no less a public service because it
may incidentally be a means of livelihood. Pursuit of the learned art in the spirit of public
service is the primary purpose.’ Dean Roscoe Pound.”

“"What is professionalism? ‘Professionalism is conduct consistent with the tenets of the legal
profession as demonstrated by a lawyer's civility, honesty, integrity, character, fairness,
competence, ethical conduct, public service, and respect for the rule of law, the courts,
clients, persons who work within the legal profession, withesses, and unrepresented
parties.’”?

Technology, Access, Navigation and Support

This course, as noted earlier in this syllabus, will be operated using the school’s Moodle
learning management system.

1. Technology Requirements

The LAVA Institute requires students to have access to an appropriate computer to
complement course instruction. Most computers purchased in the past few years should
meet the minimum standards. Please note this policy requires that students have access to
a webcam. However, webcams are not required for any portion of this course, including
during instructor office hours. While students are welcome to use webcams during office
hours, such use is not required.

Technical requirements for the Moodle learning management system can be found at:
https://lavainstitute.com/moodle-student-computer-specs/

2. Campus Network or LMS Outage

When access to Moodle is not available for an extended period of time (greater than 5
hours), you can reasonably expect that the due date for assignments will be changed to the
next day.

3. Extensions

Students normally have one year from the date they enroll in a course to complete it.
Students who find they need an extension should contact the Registrar’s office at
registrar@Ilavainstitute.com.

Recommended Responsibilities and Expectations
As a student in an online course, it is your responsibility to:

L« . In the Spirit of Public Service: A Blueprint for the Rekindling of Lawyer Professionalism” at 10 (ABA 1986) (emphasis
added) (citation omitted), available at http://www.abanet.org/cpr/professionalism/Stanley_Commission_Report.pdf.

2 Commission on Professionalism, State Bar of New Mexico. Available at:
http://www.nmbar.org/Attorneys/commissiononprofessionalism.html.


https://lavainstitute.com/moodle-student-computer-specs/
http://www.abanet.org/cpr/professionalism/Stanley_Commission_Report.pdf
http://www.nmbar.org/Attorneys/commissiononprofessionalism.html
http://www.nmbar.org/Attorneys/commissiononprofessionalism.html

e Have access to a computer with fast, reliable Internet connectivity and up-to
date software (Microsoft Word, Adobe Acrobat and Flash, Internet Browser
such as Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox or Google Chrome, QuickTime, etc.)

¢ Know how to perform common computer functions (saving and attaching files,
creating folders) and navigate the Internet (using search engines, entering
passwords)

¢ Communicate effectively and clearly using email and online discussion boards
to work on assignments with students who may be in different time zones

e Be disciplined in setting and maintaining a schedule to complete work and
provide timely responses to other students and instructors, even when there
are distractions online (checking personal email and social media) or at home
(television, family, social activities)

e Remain comfortable and consistent in being online several times a week to
participate in courses

e Ask proactive and appropriate questions when assignments, concepts,
expectations, or homework solutions are unclear

Expectations of students:

e Students are expected to keep up with the class, to read the required
readings, to watch any required recordings, and to submit assignments and
discussion posts by the established deadline of the week the topic is
covered.

e Students should log on to the LMS at least every other day to check for
announcements and to participate in the discussions.

e Students are expected to independently complete all discussion posts and
assignments.

e Students are expected to read the required readings each week before
reviewing the assigned lectures or attending synchronous class sessions.

e dTo be successful in this course, students need to complete all discussion
board posts, follow instructions for discussion boards and assignments
carefully, and complete all deliverables for the course.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy

The LAVA Institute is committed to providing equitable access to learning
opportunities for all students. If you experience barriers to your education
due to a disability or think you may have a disability, please contact the
Dean of Student Affairs, Jana Black at studentaffairs@lavainstitute.com.
Disabilities may include, but are not limited to attentional, learning, mental
health, sensory, physical, or chronic health conditions. All students are
encouraged to discuss their disability related needs with Dean Black as
soon as possible. Due to the Institute’s policy of testing anonymity,
students should not discuss their disabilities with professors.



Academic Integrity Statement and Policy

LAVA Institute students are responsible for authenticating all work
submitted to an instructor. If asked, students must be able to produce
proof that the item submitted is indeed the work of that student. Students
must keep appropriate records at all times.

Statement on Mental Health and Wellness

The LAVA Institute recognizes that mental health and wellness are critical
factors that influence a student’s academic success and overall wellbeing.
Students are encouraged to engage in healthy self-care by utilizing the
resources and services available from the World Health Organization (WHQO)
at https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/mental-well-being-
resources-for-the-public.

24-hour emergency help is also available through the National Suicide
Prevention Hotline (800-273-8255) or at
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org.

In addition, the Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program (TLAP) provides free,
confidential assistance for law students and lawyers. If you or someone
you know are dealing with substance abuse, impairment, mental health
issues, or concerns related to living and studying remotely, please do not
hesitate to contact the Student Assistance Program (referenced above)
and/or TLAP by calling 1-800-343-TLAP or texting TLAP at 555888. Trained
professionals are available on a 24/7 basis. In addition, the TLAP website
provides helpful resources and material. Remember: professionals exercise
good judgement when they proactively seek help and guidance. Check out
the video clip, It's Good to Get Help.



https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/mental-well-being-resources-for-the-public
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/mental-well-being-resources-for-the-public
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.tlaphelps.org/
https://www.tlaphelps.org/law-students
https://www.tlaphelps.org/law-students
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghYKXsFyt7Y&feature=youtu.be
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